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The Importance of Being is a song cycle which explores concepts of society, love, living and value.
The poetry of Charles Bukowski is spoken over a small jazz ensemble, allowing the depth of his
language to resonate over quick-changing, chaotic and vibrant textures.

Performer Notes

Minimal instruction has been given to the vocalist apart from words and their estimated placing in the music.
The voice should be read in an American accent similar to that of Bukowski. It has a Californian twinge, its
deliverance takes time and has purpose. The delivery is left up to the discretion of the vocalist, but the
speed, dynamic and tone should match the mood and purpose of the music and text.

On many occasions the vocalist will read text in a vamped passage. This should not be rushed, but the conductor
should cue as soon as the text is finished.

The voice should be amplified to allow for variety in tone and volume. The vocalist is also not expected to
be off copy.

When there is a pause between songs, this should be no more than 10-15. @
If possible, both the Bass Guitar and the Double Bass should be ampliot, at least the Bass Guitar.

Phrase marks have been used in the score to aid direction fo@»&rs (aside from acciccaturas in which the
marking is used as a slur.

The drum part has cues above its stave for importa@ﬁr rhythms to accentuate whilst it is comping.
Layout: éQ
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VOX CONDUCTOR
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The Importance of Being

Song cycle for male voice and ensemble
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Vox | it's just another act  to fool  the fools again.
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I there are no

Vox
strong men,

Repeat until cued On cue
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Vox [Nl

o

there are no
beautiful women.

Sop. Sax.

Tpt.

Vib. §

Bass

Dr.

N A A A A
: - H— Y —f— = f Y > — —
- | m— € —F—* i € r—i
’
|7/.\ A A A
b £ . . "
: - 0| — Y e — = I ¥ e —
. g 1 « 4 « = 1 . r—|
’
b/'\ A b/'\ A
: - ) - < —— - <
: e € e I "y o & e —
Z Y [ Y
N A A A A
% - B | I ¥ < K—%¢ = I 4 < —]
: g I & e = I & n—]
1 o - o — L o o—1
’
A A A A
N N vy Hl  S) S
- 4 V4 °= Vi V4 Vi V4 Vi V4 Vi Vi
DY 4 r 4 r 4 °= r 4 r 4 r 4 r 4 r 4 r 4 r 4 r 4
ﬂ A

Please note that this material is for perusal purposes only and must not be used for any kind of performance
or any other exploitation. Any copying, distribution, dissemination or other use of the material is prohibited.



56
333

Vox LNl at least,

you can die knowing this

Repeat until cued On cue
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Vox [Nl \ the only possible

Repeat until cued 0
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Vox

|| victory.

Free of tempo lasting approx. 10 seconds, end with Vox
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